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Document 1 

 

The scene is set during a schoolgirl rowing1 

competition on the Yarra River in Australia. The 

narrator is Leni. She is a member of her school�s 

rowing crew2. 

Laura gathers us in a grassy spot out of the way 

of the crowd. She has the results of the race, on times. 

�Firstly, I�m thrilled with how you raced today.  

It was strong, consistent rowing,� she says. 

�St Ann�s beat us,� I prompt, glumly. 5 

�St Ann�s won the Schoolgirls Division One in 

33.04. You guys were second in 33.24.� 

�They were twenty seconds ahead?� says Rachel. 

She sighs through her nose. �They always beat us.� 

�Let�s not be too disappointed. Second is a very 10 

solid result.� 

Solid. Something about the word makes me unhappy. I�m the stroke3 of our crew 

and when we don�t win, I take it personally. I�m desperate to be elected Captain of 

Boats in a few weeks� time, so every race counts.  

�This is a pre-season, fun race. So we have a little competition on our hands. 15 

Gives us something to train for,� Laura says. �Get a feed and hit the drinks station. Meet 

back at the boat to row home in an hour and a half.� 

Penny Mission grabs me as I head for the school tent on shaky legs. She�s in Year 

Ten � the year below me � and seems keen to be mates. She�s sweet, but I�m so busy 

training I don�t have much time for new friends.  20 

�Don�t worry about St Ann�s, Leni,� she says. �You rowed really well today. We all 

did.� 

She gives me a hug, which I find awkward and wriggle out of. I don�t like touching, 

especially in public. 

�We beat thirteen other first crews today,� she reminds me. 25 

�But not the crew that counts,� I add. 

Penny droops and looks deflated. I can never see the glass half full. My brother, 

Cristian, says it�s not a good character trait. 

�Come on,� I say, forcing a smile. �Let�s eat. I�m so hungry I could eat half a cow.� 

 

From Pip Harry, Head of the River, 2014 

                                                            
1
 rowing: aviron (to row:ramer) 

2
 crew: team 

3
 stroke: rower who sits in the front seat 
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QUESTIONNAIRE À TRAITER PAR LES CANDIDATS 

NOTE AUX CANDIDATS 
 
Les candidats traitent le sujet sur la copie qui leur est fournie et veillent à : 
- Respecter l’ordre des questions et reporter les repères sur la copie (lettre ou lettre et 
numéro ou lettre, numéro et lettre). Exemples : A. ou A.1. ou A.1.a. 
- Faire toujours suivre les citations du numéro de la ligne ; 
- Recopier les phrases à compléter en soulignant l’élément introduit. 

Répondre en anglais aux questions. 

I. COMPRÉHENSION DE L’ÉCRIT 

Document 1  

A. Complete the following summary with the words in italics. Copy the 
numbers and the answers onto your paper.  

second / girls / race / sports 
 

The story is about a (1) ……….….. competition between different schools.  
The characters participating in the competition are only (2) ………….. .  
The winner of the (3) ……….….. is St Ann’s. The narrator’s team finished  
(4) …………... . 

B. Who are the following characters? Match each element on the left with the 
appropriate element on the right. One element on the left is used twice. 

1) Leni 

2) Penny Mission 

3) Laura 

4) Rachel 

a- crew coach 

b- crew member 

c- narrator and crew member 
 

C. The results of the race: the crew’s perceptions and attitudes. 

1) True or False? Justify each answer with a quote from the text.  

a) Laura is satisfied with the race. 
b) Rachel is upset about the result. 
c) The narrator feels responsible for the results of the team. 
d) Penny Mission is angry at the narrator because of the race. 

2) Complete the following sentence with the characters’ names in italics. 
Write the letters and the corresponding answers onto your paper. 

Leni / Penny / Laura / Rachel 

(a) ………… and ………… are disappointed whereas (b) ………… and 
………… try to remain positive. 
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D. The narrator�s attitude towards Penny Mission. 

1) The narrator isn�t friends with Penny Mission. Find the reason in the text 
(one quote).  

2) Finish the following sentence with the appropriate element. Copy the 
letter and your answer onto your paper. 

At the end of the text, the narrator  

a- tries to be nicer towards Penny who looks disturbed. 

b- goes away, alone, because she is irritated. 

c- realises she has hurt Penny and she says she is sorry.  

Document 2  

E. Pick the information card which corresponds to the narrator. Copy the 
correct number onto your paper.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 

F. The game of Fives. 

1) The following sentences are true. Justify each one with a quote from the 
text. 

a) Fives was a popular game at the narrator�s school. 

b) The players must be quick. 

2) Pick out the correct sentence about the narrator and justify with a quote 
from the text.  

a- He was a talented Fives player who was not good at other sports. 

b- He was a talented Fives player but he did not really enjoy practising it.  

c- He was a talented Fives player, which was a revelation to him. 

1-  

School name:  
Repton 

Status: teacher 

Favourite sports: 

Fives and football 

3-  

School name: 

Repton 

Status: ex-pupil 

Favourite sports: 

Fives and squash 

4-  

School name: 

Shrewsbury 

Status: teacher 

Favourite sports: 

Fives and baseball 

2-  

School name: 

Shrewsbury 

Status: present-day pupil 

Favourite sports: Fives 

and squash 
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G. The status of sports players. 

1) Choose the 2 correct endings to the following sentence. Copy the letters 
and the answers onto your paper. 

The narrator compares his school to ancient Greece. BOTH in Greece and in his 

school, great athletes 

a- were honored by marble statues. 

b- participated in religious ceremonies.  

c- were highly considered. 

d- had a privileged position. 

2) True or False? Justify each answer with a quote from the text.  

a) The narrator wanted to be as famous as football players.  

b) Sport helped the narrator enjoy life at school. 

Document 1 and document 2 
 
H. Who could think what? Match each number with the corresponding speech 
bubble. One number will be used twice.  
 

1. Only the narrator in document 1 

2. Only the narrator in document 2 

3. Both narrators 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c- I want to be 

recognised.  

a- I hate losing. 

b- You have to be 

good at sport or 

even the best!  

d- Sport is fun. 
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II. EXPRESSION ÉCRITE 

Afin de respecter l�anonymat de votre copie, vous ne devez pas signer votre 
composition, ni citer votre nom, celui d�un-e camarade ou celui de votre établissement. 

Choose ONE of the following subjects (150 words minimum). 

A. You are Sue or Trevor. Your best friend is the captain of the sports team. He/she 

thinks winning is essential. You defend the idea that sport should be fun. Write the 

conversation. 

OR 

B. You are Emily or Miles. On Saturday afternoons, you coach a team of 8-year-olds. 

You make a speech to motivate your team just before the competition (choose the 

sport). Write your speech. 
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